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PHILIP CONRATH HEADS ROUEN POST 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year at Rouen Post's monthly meeting 
August 11: Commander, Philip Conrath; First Vice-Commander, Forney Dixon; Second Vice-
Commander, Zephirin Guilbault; Adjutant, George B. Jordan; Finance Officer, Ritchey Williams; 
Sergeant-at-arms, Jules Silberberg; Post Surgeon, Dr. Lee Petit Gay; Service Officer, Charles 
Jablonsky; Historian, William Stack; Chaplain, Frank Depke. 
The meeting was held in the garden of the Black Forest restaurant on Gravois road. 
JOHN HIGGINS 
John ('ungry 'enry) Higgins, senior examiner for the Bureau of Motor Carriers, Interstate Com-
merce Commission, combined business with the renewal of school and army friendships during 
a brief stop-over in St. Louis early in August. Higgins, accompanied by his wife and twelve-
year-old son arrived on the last lap of an extensive trip which carried them into New Mexico, 
Colorado, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma and Texas. 
During a recent hearing for the Commission in Denver, Higgins met Sylvester Hom, represent-
ing a large motor company which was merging with another concern. At the conclusion of 
the hearing, Higgins spent a pleasant evening with Sylvester, Mrs. Hom, and Mrs. Clarence 
Koch of Little Rock, who was a guest of the Horns, on her way home from California. 
Higgins joined the Commission shortly after his graduation from Georgetown University in 
1923. A few months later, he transferred to the War Finance Corporation, but in 1925, he 
returned to the Commission where he has served since that time in various legal capacities. 
During his stay in Washington, Higgins has worked with four Senate Investigating Commissions: 
Banking, Air Mail, War Prof its and Railroads. 
Unlike other members of Rouen Post, Higgins has changed but little during the past twenty years. 
The former Sergeant, whose habit of reading aloud from the Congressional Record in the Ser-
geant's Mess caused much mental anguish among his fellow noncoms, still retains his youthful 
figure. And, like most of us, his appreciation of the comradeship born during active service with 
Unit 21 grows deeper with the passing years. 
DAVID MILLAR TO WED HELEN GAST 
Announcement has been made of the engagement of Miss Helen Marie Gast, daughter of Mrs. 
Fred Gast, and David L. Millar. The engagement was announced during a party given by Mrs. 
Gast, August 13, at her home, 3631 South Jefferson Avenue. 
Miss Gast is a graduate of Washington University and is a member of Delta Gamma sorority. 
Mr. Millar resides with his mother, Mrs. Jesse L. Millar, 7013 Amherst avenue, University City. 
He was Mayor of University City for two terms from 1933 to 1937, and is active in civic and 
charitable organizations. He was educated at Washington University where he became a member 
of the Sigma Nu fraternity. During the war he served in France with Base Hospital Unit No. 21. 
THE ROUEN POST 
NUSHAN POSES FOR MOVIES 
"Age cannot wither nor custom stale his infinite variety" 
Traffic on Lindell Boulevard came to a brief standstill on a Sunday morning in July as pedestrians 
and motorists paused to watch a swarthy chap in a drum major's uniform tossing and twirling a 
baton as he strutted back and forth in front of the Masonic Temple without a single musician 
behind him. The solitary performer was Arshav Nushan, nationally known drum major for the 
Moolah Temple Shriner's Band and Greater St. Louis Drum and Bugle Corps, who was earning 
a few drachma by posing before a motion picture camera for the Falstaff Brewing Corporation. 
The films both in black and white and in color, will be used by Harvey Beffa, vice president of 
the Brewing Corporation in a sales talk entitled "Leadership." 
• • • 
The roster of the nursing staff of Mobile Hospital No. 4, which appeared in the July issue of the 
Rauen Post was compiled through the combined efforts of Jeannette Parish, St. Louis; Olive Wil-
cox Bozell, Topeka, Kansas; Nellie Kuhn Anderson and Minnie Scott, both of Lawrence Kansas. 
BALLAS ROAD HIPPODROME 
Pat Byrns, executive secretary of 
the American Red Cross, St. Louis 
Chapter, acted as referee in a recent 
wrestling match between Tom, a 
white turkey gobbler and George 
- . . ; (Senator Dewlap) Delany. Byrns ·~ ~ 11, stopped at Delany's home for a Y&",a:.-,......~t-"'~  ........,..,.._.___.,.......,._~ brief visit one sultry evening and 
Jf!!f' .......,... _ after several rounds of mint juleps 
-· the "Senator" decided to display 
his skill at wrestling. Scorning his wartime pal as an opponent, the boisterous bee breeder picked 
up a flashlight and led the way to the barnyard where he found Tom meditating in the shadow 
of a bee hive. As the gentleman farmer approached, the gobbler gave him a mingled look of 
distaste and annoyance and started for the orchard but Delany moving with surprising speed 
overtook the retreating bird and the battle was on. It was a furious contest. Feathers fluttered 
through the air like snowflakes and Delany's heavy breathing rose above the angry gobble of 
his opponent and the nocturnal symphony of the surrounding crickets. Twice the agile bird 
almost pinned his master's shoulders to the grass, but in the end Delaney's superior weight proved 
too much for the thirty-pound fowl who limped from the scene, defeated but still undaunted. 
"George won the match cleanly enough," said Byrns. "But I hope he will not be too arrogant 
over his _victory. I hope, rather, that he will regard it as a triumph of quantity over quality." 
Delany, encouraged by his showing against Tom, plans to continue his campaign of barnyard 
bouts. His next opponent will be Rosalie, a Jersey calf, who recently put a Springer spaniel to 
flight in a spirited contest on the Delany estate. 
• • • 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
Syl Horn showed me your letter to him, and please know that I appreciate your thought and 
that of the membership for offering to keep me on the mailing list. I should be delighted to be 
retained, and I thank you for suggesting it. Our youngsters joined me in a hearty chuckle over 
the account of their Daddy's ••clink" experience, - a story he never tired of telling. 
I might add that San kept a file of his Rauen Posts and that I shall be glad to have the oppor-
tunity to keep that file alive. 
Sincerely yours, 
Matilda B. Withers 
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AN OBLONG MESSAGE 
Dear Bill: Please show the enclosed photograph of one of my rock gardens to Bill Engel and 
Toby Dunville the alleged horticultural authorities of Rouen Post. It will undoubtedly serve 
to deflate their egotism and at the same time give them some conception of a real garden. And 
when I inform you that I have four other gardens of equal size on my property I believe you 
will readily admit that I am a worthy contender for the horticultural championship of the Post. 
The boys have evidently turned soft with the passing years. I can't imagine 
them driving thirty miles to inspect iris beds. When I was on military police 
duty in Rouen I never saw them beating a path toward the Jardin des Plantes 
on the Route d'Elbeuf. Speaking of iris, it is my firm belief that there are 
more of these beautiful flowers growing in the alley behind my home than can 
be found in the fields tilled by Monsieur Guilbault. Recalling the former 
Mess Sergeant's aversion to physical activity during our stay in France, I find 
it difficult to picture him wielding garden implements with sufficient enthusi-
i-----\ ~"'""'--- asm to produce anything startling in the way of flowers or 
vegetables. 
I would be glad to invite the members of Rouen Post to visit with 
me in Oblong if they will agree to furnish their own rations. Re-
membering the voracious appetites of my wartime pals, I feel that 
to undertake to feed them at my expense would be nothing short of economic hari kari. The 
thought of the damage that gang would do to the average citizen's pantry recalls the verse 
from Exodus: "And the locusts went up all over the land of Egypt so that the land was dark-
ened and they did eat every herb of the land and all the fruit of the trees and there remained not 
any green thing in the trees nor in the herbs of the field through all the land of Egypt." 
Give my regards to all-and to Spencer Allen, the former shepherd of the G. I. cans, I send 
special greetings. 
THE HILLS OF OLD ROUEN 
From the wartime play "C'est la Guerre" 
I love you dear, I love you, 
Won't you come back o'er the sea? 
Come back to one who needs you, 
In dear old Normandy. 
The skies still wear their blue, 
The rose the flush of dawn, 
But, oh, my heart is lonely, 
In the hills of old Rouen. 
(Chorus:) 
Up among the slumbering hills of old Rouen 
Love lies deep in purple sleep. 
The tall pines weep with the whip-poor-will 
And the Seine flows still and deep. 
The world seeks rest in evening still, 
Home to their nests the birds are winging; 
Sweet and low the chimes are ringing 
In the hills of old Rouen. 
Horace C. Barker. 
Oblong, Ill. 
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December 4, 1918. 
Par, 171 Sergeant Philip A. Conrath, 7238, Medical Department, is relieved from further duty 
with Mobile Hospital No. 4, A.E.F., and will proceed to Dijon, France, reporting upon arrival 
to the Director Central Medical Department Laboratory, for assignment to duty. 
The Quartermaster Corps will furnish the necessary transportation, and will pay this soldier com-
mutation of rations at the authorized rate for the necessary days number of travel, it being im-
practicable for him to carry rations of any kind. 
The journey directed is necessary for the public service. 
Official; 
Robert C. Davis, 
Adjutant General 
By command of General Pershing 
James W. McAndrew, 
Chief of Staff. 
NURSING SERVICE IN UNIT 21 
The original staff consisted of 65 nurses, of whom Miss Julia Stimson, Superintendent of the 
Washington University Training &hool for Nurses, was Chief Nurse. Miss Mance Taylor, 
Superintendent of St. Luke's Hospital was her assistant, and later became Chief Nurse when 
Miss Stimson left to become head of the Red Cross Nursing Service. With the exception of a 
half dozen nurses from Kansas City, the staff of Unit 21 were nearly all graduates of Barnes, 
St. Lukes, City and other St. Louis hospitals. Upon their arrival in Rouen they immediately 
replaced the British Sisters, but the number was far too few to carry on the work and rein-
forcements were sent for from St. Louis. Later, as replacements were necessitated through trans-
fers and illness, additional help was obtained from groups of casual nurses. 
The staff carried out their duties under what were at times most trying circumstances. The lack 
of adequate bathing, heating and messing facilities was never fully corrected. Proper recreation 
was also one of the difficult problems. Illness and sickness were constantly present during the 
twenty-three months. The British hospital for sick nurses, and the convalescent homes at Etratat 
and Cannes, fortunately were open to our nurses, as for a long period such arrangements were 
lacking in the A.E.F. 
As far as was feasible, the nurses rotated in the medical and surgical lines and in the operating 
room. One or two nurses were detailed in turn in charge of the .. Sisters' Mess" and quarters. 
During 1918 the hospital was designated as a training center for nurse anesthetists and several of 
our nurses took the course and later served as anesthetists at Casualty Clearing Stations. A few 
served as surgical assistants on the teams sent forward during battles. 
After the closing of the hospital at Rouen some twenty of the nursing staff volunteered to 
remain in France and a number entered Germany with the Army of Occupation. 
AUGUST, 1938 
From Col. Borden S. Veeder's report to the 
Board of Directors of the St. Louis Chapter 
of the American Red Cross. 
